Proclamation for Recognition of

July as

International Group B Strep Awareness Month

Whereas Group B strep (GBS) is a leading infectious killer of newborns in the United States and is 86% preventable with proper testing and treatment according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Whereas the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention issued a protocol change for GBS care on August 16, 2002 which included the recommendation to test all pregnant women for GBS between the 35th and 37th week of pregnancy.

Whereas GBS is not well-known although it is a naturally occurring bacteria found in approximately one-fourth to one-third of pregnant women.

Whereas GBS can be a threat to babies during pregnancy, during labor, at the time of delivery, and after delivery as it can be present in any pregnant woman at any time.

Whereas urine culturing can detect GBS that may indicate heavy GBS colonization that can put a baby at higher risk prior to birth.

Whereas GBS can cause vaginal infections in the mother that should be treated promptly for her own health and well-being, but also for the baby’s health as vaginal infections have been linked to preterm births and can indicate heavy colonization that can potentially harm babies.

Whereas antibiotics given intravenously during labor at least 4 hours prior to delivery drastically reduces the risk of newborn GBS infection which is called early-onset GBS and occurs within the first seven days of life.

Whereas invasive procedures such as internal exams, membrane stripping, administering cervical ripening gel, and internal fetal monitoring electrodes can cause GBS and other bacteria to cross even intact membranes and infect a baby in utero.

Whereas thorough handwashing by everyone coming in contact with a baby may help to prevent late-onset GBS which can occur between 1 week and 3 months of age and can be caused by sources other than the mother.

Whereas C-sections do not prevent babies from GBS infection.

Whereas GBS is the most common cause of meningitis, sepsis, and pneumonia in newborns in the United States.

Whereas some of these infected babies may suffer lifelong handicaps such as mental retardation, brain damage, blindness, deafness, and cerebral palsy as well as causing some babies to die.

Whereas GBS can cause miscarriages and stillbirths.

Whereas GBS can cause preterm labor and premature rupture of membranes.

Whereas Infectio Diagnostic Inc. has developed a new FDA-approved molecular test, the IDI-Strep Btm, to accurately and rapidly determine a woman’s GBS status at the time of delivery or any other time during pregnancy in less than one hour.

Whereas a vaccine is being developed to protect women and babies from this potentially deadly bacteria.

Whereas there are many recognizable signs and symptoms that babies may display that can indicate GBS illness and require immediate medical attention.

Whereas mothers can help safeguard their babies throughout pregnancy and early infancy by being informed about GBS symptoms and disease.

Now, therefore, I ______________, (mayor of city), do hereby proclaim July to be International Group B Strep Awareness Month. I urge my fellow citizens to help protect the health of the future babies of this community by being informed about Group B strep.

Signed this ___________(day) of __________, ____________(date, month).

_________________________________________________________________

For more information about Group B Strep and its effects on babies, see the Jesse Cause Foundation web site, www.thejessecause.org. In addition to GBS information, the site offers suggestions on how to raise GBS awareness in local communities, and opportunities to obtain GBS awareness materials including their brochure.
